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LIMITED EDITION 2013 
Become part of racing history with a robust 316L 
stainless steel case, scratch-resistant sapphire crystal 
and water resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 























MotoGP 


I Bring her round... 

Cal Crutchlow might have been pipped to fifth posi¬ 
tion on the final lap at last weekend’s San Marino 
Grand Prix but the Brit was content with a consistent 
and error-free performance on the Yamaha. This ex¬ 
ceptional shot from Tech 3 archive at Misano shows 
‘35’ fully locked up and straining at the bit to get 
stopped. Crutchlow will carry the added weight of Tifosi 
expectation at the same fixture in twelve months time 

Photo by www.tech3.fr 
























Hungry again... 

13-7. Team USA have battered the opposition at the 
Motocross of Nations with runs of thirteen and then 
seven victories in a row and are now chasing the 
start of a third streak in Germany in less than two 
weeks. The Americans boast 22 wins in total and 
realistically face stiff opposition from Belgium and 
France for the Chamberlain trophy as Talkessel will 
be the centre of the motocross universe on the 29th 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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Even the Sdnd Master..^ , 

...gets it wrong sometimes. MX2 World Champion 
Jeffrey Herlings’ surprise return and double moto 
victory at Lierop three weeks after breaking jiis 
shoulder blade was not without drama. Tl?e eighteen 
year old said he; was 60% fit...alrrfost beating the op¬ 
position single-handedly then in his favourite terrain 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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r C CERTIFIED AS PERSONAL 
V- V PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 


www.leatt.com 


NECK BRACE 


360P STRIKEPLATFORM 


LOWER PROFILE 


EASY ADJUSTMENT 


5.5 OLD LEATT PROFLE 


ALL ROUND SAFETY 


5-WAY. FOR BEST PERSONAL FIT 

















MotoGP MISANO 


E RIVIERA Dl RIMINI 

SEPTEMBER 15th ■ Rnd 13 of 18 


By Gavin Emmett Photos by Milagro, Honda Pro Images, Ducati Corse Press, 
www.yamahamotogp.com,Tech3.fr, Gold and Goose, www.motor-racing.tv/marcvds/bike 













For the third time Dani Pedrosa is find life tough 
next to a fit and firing team-mate in the Repsol 
squad. There was little chance of his Misano 
dominance of 2010 last week and troubles with 
side grip on the Bridgestones keep ‘26’ from the 
level of his countrymen...for now 
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MotoGP MISANO 


A s the lights went out to launch the San Marino 
GP you could have been forgiven for think¬ 
ing that it was Jorge Lorenzo who jump-started 
and not his compatriot Aleix Espargaro. The lat¬ 
ter’s getaway was so blatant that the subsequent 
ride-through penalty ruined what could have been 
a great race from the second row. The only leap 
from Lorenzo, however, was a legal one that blast¬ 
ed him to the holeshot yet again, and saw him 
rapidly take control of the race. 

Starting has become a real feature of the Mallor- 
can’s armoury this season, added to the instant 
pace he shows from the very first lap. He has ad¬ 
mitted to spending the winter trying to imitate Ca¬ 
sey Stoner’s technique of attacking from the ‘off, 
and as Pedrosa, Marquez and Rossi struggled with 
full fuel tanks from behind, he used his homework 
to his advantage as he built up a commanding 
lead of 1.2 seconds after just the first circulation. 

He wouldn’t relinquish top spot for the entire race 
- his times between lap two and lap 27 hover¬ 
ing between a fastest of 1.34.020 and a slowest 
of 1.34.573 before he cruised to the flag on the 
final tour. Lap 27 of 28 saw the Spaniard throw in 
a 1’34.242, about three-tenths off his own circuit 
record from 2011 (on the 800cc). He displayed a 
staggering feat of consistency once again, and the 
late pace helped demonstrate the benefits of the 
freshly unveiled seamless transmission he had 
begged Yamaha for. 

Lorenzo metronomically rammed home his domi¬ 
nance but behind him there was another tussle for 
supremacy going on. Pedrosa had made it through 
to second at the start, and was quickly forced to 
fend off early pressure from his team-mate. How¬ 
ever the rookie championship leader in third made 
a mistake as he attacked his elder colleague, and 
having run wide he succumbed to Valentino Rossi. 



Marquez then laboured to get past Rossi, mak¬ 
ing another error in the process, all of which left 
him with scant hope of taking a sixth win of the 
season. He did however come out on top in his 
scrap with Pedrosa, and it is this ‘victory’ that 
was perhaps the most telling of the afternoon. 

On arrival into pare ferme in third place, Pedrosa 
gave a knowing tilt of the head to his crew. The 
movement suggested he had done everything he 
could, which had included taking the ‘lead’ brief¬ 
ly at turn 11 before Marquez returned the favour 
just three corners later. 

The dynamics inside the garage don’t bode well 
for Pedrosa now. He sits third in the champion¬ 
ship - level on points with Lorenzo but still 34 
behind Marquez and with his title aspirations 
hanging by a delicate thread. His junior team¬ 
mate is taking the game to a whole new level of 
excellence, and of the current crop it appears 
only Lorenzo is capable of raising his form suffi¬ 
ciently. Pedrosa must stop the rot next time out 
at Aragon, where last year he won by a comfort¬ 
able margin. 

Finally a word on Valentino Rossi, who sailed 
home to a fourth fourth-place in a row in front of 
his yellow army of followers. In the early stages 
of the race he looked back to his best, harassing 
Pedrosa in second and keeping Marquez at bay 
until the halfway point. Sadly he couldn’t main¬ 
tain the speed of the trio at the front, eventually 
rolling home 15 seconds behind his victorious 
team-mate. 

It was a much-improved weekend in many ways 
for Rossi; he had qualified on the front row for 
only the second time this year, and hadn’t had 
to battle with the likes of Bautista or Crutch- 
low (who lost out to Bradl for fifth on the final 
lap). The seamless transmission freed him of 
that fate, but he will know deep down that it is 
now going to take a superhuman effort for him 
to join in the fun at the front. Although you can 
never say never where the genius of Rossi is 
concerned, it could be well one gear change too 
many. 
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MotoGP MISANO 




Valentino Rossi made a welcome 
breakthrough/return at Assen but 
in the following six events has only 
visited the podium twice as he 
continues to scratch his head around 
braking issues and corner speed 
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Misano was Lorenzo’s 28th win in MotoGP 
since joining the class in 2008. The 
Spaniard has levelled with Casey Stoner 
on 69 podiums in the premier class, 
pushing him up to sixth on the all-time list 
and less than ten behind Eddie Lawson 
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Bradley Smith (above) pounds the asphalt 
before Misano. The Yamaha rider’s 11th position 
in the race would be his first finish outside of 
the top ten since round two in Austin. Scott 
Redding (right) meanwhile kept cool despite his 
Moto2 championship lead being hacked down 
to 23 points with 125 left up for grabs. The Brit 
took 6th place on the Marc VDS machine 
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The second GP in a row that 
the Marquez family were able to 
celebrate a double podium finish 
with Marc doing the business 
and then younger sibling Alex 
(below) showing all the signs 
in Moto3. You have to wonder 
which energy drink makes it onto 
the dinner table in Catalunya 
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CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

2 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

3 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

5 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AFTER 13 OF 18 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez 

253 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo 

219 

3 

Dani Pedrosa 

219 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

169 

5 

Cal Crutchlow 

146 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Pol Espargaro, SPA 

Kalex 

2 

Takaai Nakagami, JPN 

Kalex 

3 

Esteve Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 

4 

Thomas Luthi, SUI 

Suter 

5 

Dominique Aegerter, SUI 

Suter 


Moto3 RESULT 


Riders 


l 

Alex Rins, SPA 

KTM 

2 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

KTM 

3 

Alex Marquez, SPA 

KTM 

4 

Luis Salom, SPA 

KTM 

5 

Jack Miller, AUS 

FTR Honda 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AFTER 12 OF 17 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Scott Redding 

202 

2 

Pol Espargaro 

179 

3 

Esteve Rabat 

151 

4 

Mika Kallio 

132 

5 

Dominique Aegerter 

125 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AFTER 12 OF 17 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Luis Salom 

246 

2 

Maverick Vinales 

227 

3 

Alex Rins 

225 

4 

Alex Marquez 

133 

5 

Jonas Folger 

120 























































ISANO 



Fifth place in Moto3 for Jack Miller who 
knows he only has to travel to Aragon, 
Sepang, Phillip Island, Motegi and 
Valencia before he can start to ride one 
of the factory KTMs for 2014... 




Twelve podiums in a season now for 
^Marcjuez to join his other records such 
^sthe biggest points tally for a rookie 
and most pole positions (six). Still five 
rounds left for even more impact 














Toni Cairoli’s fourth successive MX1 world championship title aboard the KTM 350 SX-F was another 
step for the Italian towards matching the remarkable 10 titles won by legend Stefan Everts. 

As team boss, Stefan also got to witness Jeffrey Herlings, with 14 GP wins in succession on the 
KTM 250 SX-F, pulverise another record of his. Just 18 years old, Jeffrey was simply untouchable 
in winning his second MX championship title. 

One team - two champions - 39 moto wins - 


facebook.ktm.com 
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■*THIE GLADNESS OF KING GEORGE 

By Gavin Emmett 


Y ou could never accuse Jorge Lorenzo of not 
wearing his heart on his sleeve. Ever since 
he bustled onto the GP scene as a scowling 15 
year-old, the Mallorcan has always demonstrat¬ 
ed the full range of Latin expressiveness from 
icy glares to cheeky charm. 


that time, Jorge has become much more aware 
of the public perception of his persona and has 
mellowed into a thoughtful and pensive charac¬ 
ter, which deep down he always has been, but 
the emotions still bubble up from time to time. 


Where it has been easy to portray Dani Pedrosa 
as the sullen, robotic, iiber-professional, and 
Marc Marquez as the happy-go-lucky baby¬ 
faced prodigy, Lorenzo has been harder for the 
press to categorise, however hard they may 
have tried over the years. 

In his first couple of seasons at world level it 
looked as if he permanently had the weight of 
the world on his shoulders; he probably did, as 
behind the scenes his father and manager were 
at loggerheads about how the adolescent Jorge 
should be handled. 

After eventually siding with his manager, the 
outward expression of this inner angst led to 
the press labelling him as arrogant. It wasn’t 
hard to see why; he celebrated race wins with 
friends dressed as his doppelganger, and when 
he won the 250cc title for the second time he 
pranced around pare ferme dressed as Rocky. 

When he moved up to MotoGP and began to 
challenge for the world championship, the con¬ 
fidence led to an even more flamboyance and 
outrageous celebrations (nearly drowning in the 
Jerez lake being a highlight), but many were 
wary, accusing him of trying to copy Valentino 
Rossi to garner popularity. 

He always maintains he was just being true to 
himself and I’m inclined to agree that he was 
just doing what he thought he needed to. Since 


“The key for Lorenzo was 
selling similar times at the 
end as he had at the start...” 

There was no mistaking his astounded face at 
Silverstone, after his stunning qualifying lap 
was beaten to pole by Marquez. It was refresh¬ 
ing to then witness the sheer relief and delight 
at his subsequent victory. 

At Misano this past weekend, he always knew 
Marquez had the pace in qualifying, and 
shrugged off the half-second gap between him¬ 
self and the youngster in pole. You could see 
the assurance in his eyes now, the cool poise of 
knowing that he now had the tools he needed 
to challenge for victory. 

The first two laps at Misano were as impressive 
as they were quick, and the race was decided 
soon after when Marquez made a mistake in 
passing Rossi. However the key for Lorenzo 
was in setting similar lap-times at the end of 
the race as he had at the beginning - the new 
Yamaha seamless transmission working seam¬ 
lessly. 

It will instil a new self-belief in the reigning 
world champion, and no doubt we will see the 
evidence of that over the next few races. 



2014 Racecraft Terminator 


Congratulations Valentin! 

2013 European Champion 
Team Guillod Motorsports - KTM 

Photo: Stanley Leroux 



n 0 * 

ride 100percent.com @ridelOOpercent 





fe23 


i msuinnii 


















KTM & Moto3 



By Adam Wheeler. Photos by Ray Archer, Gold and Goose, Juan Pablo Acevedo 


In an attempt to lift a little of the lid on KTM’s instant force and presence in Moto3, 
OTOR spoke to three people at the heart of the orange crush to find out how it hap¬ 
pened and how the Austrians manage to slay the mighty dragon that is Honda to 

remain at the front... 






Feature 


Red Bull KTM team Owner/Manager/Founder. 
The Finn (right) is a former racer who started 
his squad in 2007 and entered Grand Prix in 
2001. Three titles arrived with Mike di Meg- 
lio (2008), Marc Marquez (2010) and Sandro 
Cortese (2012) 


STEFAN KURFIS 


Two years working and heading up WP Perfor¬ 
mance Systems MotoGP effort after the Dutch/ 
Austrian firm re-entered the Grand Prix pad- 

dock with KTM in 2012 


KTM Motorsport Director, former motocross 
Grand Prix winner and overseer of the com¬ 
pany’s success in MX, SX, Rally, Enduro and 







Beirer: I like to think I was the one that gave KTM the confidence to say 
‘we don’t need anybody from the outside to build a strong motorcycle 
for this class’. There were even doubts in our own company that we had 
the right skills and people in house to do that. This was the beginning of 
everything, and to assess that we had the capabilities in place. You can 
see the outcome on the track every Sunday. With the passion involved 
we could evolve a group of on-road specialists here at KTM and be a first 
class technical partner for the road racing project. The main work was 
to give belief that our own steel chassis, WP suspension and in-house 
engines would do the job. 


KTM & Moto3 

Ajo: In 2012 the Moto3 category was completely new and KTM created 
a brand new racing machine. So everything was new for us also! We 
had to understand our roles from the beginning. So KTM were making a 
bike and we are taking care of all the operational things around it but of 
course we share our information all the time. Our input was important. 
The bike was that new but we had been working a long time with the 
125cc bikes that were the closest reference for Moto3 at that time. 

It was really interesting. 








Feature 




Kurfis: It was a new bike and the 2013 model 
was also a change but everything goes hand- 
in-hand. We work with KTM on the new chas¬ 
sis, as well as the team and the race engineers 
on other aspects. There is a big cycle of in¬ 
formation and the more detailed it is then the 
bigger the success can be at the end of the 
year. Everything was completely new in 2012, 
even our suspension. We were a bit lucky that 
the front fork was working brilliantly from the 
first test with no problem at all. We made two- 
three updates on the rear shock but by the 
middle of the year all the riders had the same 
setting and it worked pretty good. We respond 
to the wishes of the team but if they have a 
problem then we try to solve it. Maybe we can 
do it in one step and a new setting is tried on 
the dyno, or we need three or four steps. 
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Pit: You can imagine the pressure in Moto3. 

You can have four or five guys who can win 
and who are really going for it on the last lap 
and if you look over the past five years then it 
is usually Aki’s rider who has come through 
at the end of the day. There is a real mental 
strength starting here in Mattighofen and going 
through the whole team to positively help the 
rider. I’d like to compare Aki with Claudio De 
Carli [Motocross MX1 Team Manager and men¬ 
tor of seven times world champion Tony Cai- 
roli]. He is a great person who we integrated 
with a complete team and structure into our 
factory effort and that happened with Aki. We 
speak the same ‘language’ and we are ready to 
do everything to win. He has a great team of 
people with a real human feeling there. I think 
that’s why a rider can come into the set-up and 
do well right away. He hates to lose and wakes 
up every morning doing whatever he can. I 
don’t need to talk to Aki about how he is do¬ 
ing things. He knows we are pushing like crazy 
to make the best motorcycle and I know is I 
pushing to keep the team at a high level and 
keep the riders motivated. 









Ajo: The good thing was that we started very 
early. I began talking with KTM already in the 
first months of 2010 although it would not 
be until the opening of 2012 that the project 
would push ahead. I was in Mattighofen many 
times over the course of a year to speak with 
Pit and the technical guys to clarify the pro¬ 
cess of building up the factory bike. That was 
one of the small secrets as to how everything 
worked so well because we established that 
positive working relationship from the first 
days. Now there are seven works KTMs on the 
grid. It is important that we are still the factory 
team but the technical support and level is 
very similar to what the other guys enjoy. We 
really feel like we are part of the KTM factory 
and last year was so great. 


Beirer: He is a key person in Moto3 and there 
is stability with him. The team has history 
and strength and is very professional. He is 
a proven businessman because his bills have 
been paid up all the time over the years. It is a 
strong partnership. 


Ajo: KTM did well for many years in 125 and 
250cc categories but they were a bit unlucky 
and never won a championship. So 2012 was 
something very big. 


Beirer: I think his rider selection is very 
strong. He can read between the lines in the 
middle of a championship to try and see who 
could be the next ‘one’ and that’s not easy to 
do in Moto3. You cannot build up a relation¬ 
ship for years and then win with that rider. 

You have to grab the racer when he is ready to 
explode because once he has won a lot then 
he’ll be looking to Moto2. There is not enough 
time to work with a rider and then win two or 
three times with him. So Aki is good at getting 
the right guy at the right moment. 















KTM & Moto3 


Ajo: KTM always listen to us and of course 
the engineers in Austria have to take some 
final decisions when it comes to a technical 
direction but we evaluate things together and 
we are in continual contact. We have around 
30 people at the moment; in the Red Bull Ajo 
team - the satellite set-up - and then a small 
two rider team in the Spanish Championship. 
Some people are working on two projects but 
mainly there are separate key groups for each 
championship. 

Kurfis: We do development through the year 
but most of the work needs to done pre-sea- 
son. We get things done back in the workshop 
in Austria on the dyno and then through the 
test dates, both private and IRTA, building up 
to the first GP. 

Ajo: The engine was really good last year and 
I have to say that even if they did not concen¬ 
trate so much on this aspect for this season 
compared to work on the chassis, our engine 
is still brilliant. For the chassis I think the main 
priorities from the factory was to have a bike 
that feels lighter, better handling and easier for 
servicing. 

Kurfis: From the outside it looks like a differ¬ 
ent world compared to off-road and you have 
a lot of technology at your disposal. In the end 
though it is the rider that counts for suspen¬ 
sion and the feeling that he has on the bike. 
Even though you have computers to check data 
the comments of the rider after practice is the 
main resource for our work. A racer with a lot 
of experience, even someone who has been in 
GP for a couple of years, can make a big dif¬ 
ference and my job much easier. On the other 
hand you have youngsters likes Vinales, Sissis 
and Khairuddin and they have a lot of talent. 

My job is also to help them both for the bikes 
and to build up that experience. 



0 

From the 29 races held in Moto3 so far 
KTM have won 22 and are undefeated 
in 2013. Four more victories in a row 
and they7/ break the streak of 19 set by 
Honda in the junior class in 1990/91 
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Ajo: Last year the bike was still a little bit of a 
prototype and we improved during the year but 
the 2013 model is a simple and very effective 
racer that is lighter. Our riders are really happy 
because of the handling and the sensation of 
it feeling higher. Of course when you change 
a few things then it can bring problems and 
we are working on those with the factory now; 
overall it is a step forward. 


Ajo: If KTM or our partners need our help we 
want to give it. For example if they are testing 
the Rookies bike and they want to improve it 
then our riders will be there to help. In every 
relationship it is important not to just always 
look at the contract. If you give more then you 
get more. 


Kurfis: Assen is a perfect weekend for us 
because it is a very nice surface without many 
bumps and you know before you arrive how 
your work will be. There are some tracks that 






might have been resurfaced and then during 
tests you are working with different tempera¬ 
tures. It is not rocket science though; it is oil 
and springs! 


Beirer: I had to find the right partners. Make 
contact with Aki and then someone like Emilio 
Alzamora. Our next step is to reach out to 
someone like Gresini. Everything we do on the 
road is new. There is no network or base like 
we have in motocross, enduro or rally. We are 
building up the puzzle. We had four KTMs and 
four Kalex to start with and now it is eight and 
eight and our strategy for next year is to have 
twelve and ten Kalex. It is my job to create 
the structure so that all those contracts are in 
place and we have the manpower and budget 
to build up all these bikes in advance before 
the agreements with teams can be finalised. 
Basically a lot of work is already done before I 
go into the paddock. 
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Ajo: “The 2013 KTM is compact, a real racing bike.” 
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2009: FRANCIACORTA, ITALY... 

New MX1 World Champion Tony Cairoli faces 
off against AMA Champion Chad Reed. Italy 
versus Australia. The rulers of each series out 
front in a duel for points and bragging rights. 
Cairoli would own an epic. “It was a great 
race,” the Sicilian remembers to OTOR only 
last week. “Chad had won the nationals that 
year so he was in good form. For me racing in 
Italy with the Italian shirt and all those crazy 
fans was so great. I knew it would be a memo¬ 
rable day but I look back on that now as anoth¬ 
er good victory. I was just another contender 
from strong riders that day. I didn’t care if I 
was racing Reed or the Americans. There was 
just another chequered flag to win.” 

Cairoli on the Yamaha was chased by Reed 
on the Suzuki for virtually every minute of the 
seventeen lap first moto. Bouncing around 
a flowing and rutty track freshly built inside 
the motorsport complex near Brescia the duo 
were the respective best of each championship 
and put on a gripping duel for the mammoth 
crowd. The atmosphere was heightened by the 
public willing on Cairoli and the MX1 number 
one could not put a wheel out of place with 
Reed stalking him like a shadow. 


The rejuvenated Aussie showed his front 
spokes on several occasions but Cairoli held 
fast to the finish line to win by 1.5 seconds - 
probably the biggest gap he had held through¬ 
out the affair. 222 was already Italy’s leading 
motocrosser thanks to his third world title that 
year but his profile was rapidly expanding and 
this clincher as the world’s fastest racer did no 
harm at all. “The thing I remember the most 
was the amount of fans there,” he continues. 
“Maybe only Maggiora this year comes close 
for atmosphere. The Nations is a different 
event. I perform better over the course of a 
championship compared to one race but you 
never know what will happen.” Cairoli’s cau¬ 
tious perspective has been gleaned from a 
spectrum of luck and emotion at the Nations. 
Broken bones in 2005 and 2011, damaged 
reputation in 2007 when his form failed to turn 
up at Budds Creek (almost like his Yamaha) 
are mixed with sublime moments such as 
beating the 450s at Matterley Basin in 2006 
and dishing out sand lessons at Lommel last 
October. Franciacorta was his Nations ‘career’ 
in a nutshell: defining brilliance in one race, 
putrid luck in the next when a start straight 
collision ended his day. 











Feature 










Cairoli: “I love it when there are a lot of people 
because they push you along. That is what we 
are racing for...to make a show.. 
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Feature 




Cairoli flips out of the second moto 
at Franciacorta and was lucky not 
to suffer a more serious injury "than 
just a knock to the head 


2009 lives easily in the memory for the set¬ 
ting, significance and superb riding of the Cai¬ 
roli and Reed that day. There was a moment 
at Thunder Valley in 2010 when we might have 
seen both FIM/AMA champions positioned for 
another face-off but nothing on the scale of 
the previous year and we are still waiting for a 
similar proposition. Sadly with Ryan Villopoto 
recuperating after ankle surgery it wont be 
happening at Teutschenthal but heavy favour¬ 
ites Team USA (Barcia, Dungey, Tomac) will 
give Cairoli and the likes of Jeffrey Herlings 
and Ken Roczen a hearty chase. 








* Process Components 
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A first podium since 2010 for Shaun 
Simpson and a maiden overall victory 
after a decade as part of Grand Prix 
racing. All done on the roughest and 
hardest track of the season 
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Like most examples of sporting success there 
were factors that came together to help Shaun 
Simpson record a first overall Grand Prix vic¬ 
tory at the final round of the FIM Motocross 
World Championship (the last 35 minute and 
2 lap MX1 event before the switch to the 30 
min+5 MXGP class for 2014) but it was a mov¬ 
ing and popular triumph nonetheless. The Scot 
first won a GP moto back in 2009 (after nar¬ 
rowly missing out on one or two occasions in 
2008) in MX2 and has bounced around four 
teams in three seasons in MX1 where he has 
fought to establish himself as a solid, depend¬ 


able and entirely marketable world champion¬ 
ship racer. The first British GP spoils in the 
premier class since 2007 (Billy Mackenzie, 
another Scot, scooping the first to complete 
three years of dominance at the Sugo circuit in 
Japan) Simpson rode a tidal wave of goodwill 
at Lierop where his unexpected fight against 
the factory hoards like Cairoli, De Dycker, Bo¬ 
bryshev, Desalle and Strijbos created a memo¬ 
rable closing entry in the 2013 Grand Prix 
diary. Here is what the 25 year old had to say a 
week later... 










On being at the centre of the whirlwind... 

It was truly amazing to be honest. When I 
came over the finish line both times, the first 
after winning the moto and the second with 
the GP overall, I just remember the pitlane full 
of people hang out over the side and cheer¬ 
ing. It looked like I’d won the championship. 
People were showing a lot of emotion and it 
was summed up well on TV when they said I’d 
grown up in the paddock, and that is totally 
true. I started racing GPs when I was sixteen 
and I’m now twenty-five. All my weekends 
have been about motocross and a lot of faces 
have come and gone but a lot are still there 
also. One way or another I know quite a lot of 
people and I guess they just thought ‘fair play 
to the kid’ and gave me a round of applause. 

It was nice to see and pretty overwhelming. 

I didn’t expect that reaction and when I look 
back on it then it’s a great feeling and some¬ 
thing I know I’ll probably never experience 
again. 

On the wider ripples of his victory... 

I think those out there that complain about not 
having factory material or not having this-or- 
that might be able to get some perspective. We 
put a small race team with virtually no budget 
back on the map and managed to build a bike 
capable of winning a GP with next-to-no parts 
and zero help...apart from two companies 
that we’ve had faith in for a number of years. 
First was my engine tuner John Volleberg from 
Volleberg Motorsports who we know builds a 
great engine and who we worked hard with 
to get something I enjoy riding. Last year and 
recently we knew that some riders have not 
enjoyed how the power is delivered on the 450 
Yamaha and we counteracted that to make it 
work in my advantage. Then there is WP, and 
with my brother working there and through 
their race department I have a decent setting. 

In that department I haven’t been happier for 
years. Through these factors and a few little 
things like being a bit mentally tougher I’m the 
one taking this call but I feel that it is a bit of a 
victory for motocross because it can motivate 
people. They might think ‘well, if he can do it 
from that team then why can’t I do it from my 
team?’ Focusing on your bike, machine and 


yourself I don’t see why any other rider in the 
top ten of MX1 cannot go for the win. It is quite 
amazing the transition I made going from the 
top ten to winning a GP in a couple of weeks 
and a percentage of that is luck as well but we 
put-in the work to do it. Even Kevin Strijbos 
said to me at a Belgian Championship race the 
weekend after “how come you’ve gotten so fast 
in a few weeks?!” 
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On putting his balls on the line... 

There were two different approaches to each 
race. In the first one I was super-relaxed. I 
went into it thinking I have nothing to lose. I 
was in the top five and it was only the third lap 
and Strijbos and Bobryshev had gone ahead 
of me and I thought ‘that pace is way too high, 
there is no way I can keep up with that’. So I 
stuck with my steady little rhythm and soon 
began to pick them off and got up into the 
lead. At that point then I was riding with con¬ 
fidence because I was in the lead and I didn’t 
have too much pressure from behind. To be 
honest I was taking small risks and doubling 
bumps here and there that I wasn’t doing in 
the second race where an overall podium finish 
was up for grabs. Potentially there was a result 
at stake in the second moto that could change 
my career or even my life so I started being a 
bit more defensive and was a bit more nerv¬ 
ous. Maybe that’s why the second one wasn’t 
as good with regards to my speed and trying to 
go with Cairoli. If you watch the first moto then 
the moment when Cairoli comes alongside and 
passes me on the straight I squirted the gas a 
bit more because he was going to go for the in¬ 
side line that I eventually took. If I hadn’t have 
given it that extra gas then he might have had 
that spot and wouldn’t have crashed. The com¬ 
mitment I gave meant that he had to go to the 
outside and made a mistake and it was little 
things like where I could give that extra little 
10% that also made the difference. Like when 
I went from fourth to second in one straight. 

I was three seconds behind De Dycker two 
corners before...it was pretty cool. If I’m hon¬ 
est the first race was one of the easiest of my 
career and I’m sure Cairoli will say the same 
as he has certainly won enough. I was pre¬ 
pared mentally and physically and was literally 
having fun. 


On that explosion of emotion... 

Yeah, you always have moments as a rider 
where you imagine what you’d do if and when 
you won. Would it be a heel clicker? A fist 
pump or this-or-that? But I really didn’t do 
anything! Watching it back on TV I started 
whacking myself and shaking, and fist-pumped 
for about forty yards! Now I think ‘what were 
you doing?!’ I rode past everyone just scream¬ 
ing until I found my Dad. The emotion was 
unbelievable and I couldn’t actually take-in 
that I’d done it. The excitement of that moment 
was immense. 

On ending a tough season where he changed 
teams mid-term and still doesn’t have con¬ 
firmed plans for 2014... 

I don’t think it is the case where I needed a 
race win to make the season worthwhile. Obvi¬ 
ously it has been tough with the TM situation 
and other people not believing in me and I 
just felt that it proved a few naysayers wrong 
over the last three or four years and to those 
who didn’t listen to me when I was talking 
about things not being right on the bike. Even 
my Dad at times when I would say “this is not 
working” and he wouldn’t believe me at first 
but we’d get it right. For all those who doubted 
me then this showed I can still do it and I am 
still one of the best top ten riders in the world. 

I finished ninth in the championship and that 
was my only goal going into Lierop. I wanted to 
pass Philippaerts, and to get ten more points 
over him on any weekend is no mean feat. 

That has been a personal goal that I wanted to 
achieve in the three years that I have been in 
MX1 and this year I’m ninth so it wasn’t such 
a bad season in the end and I managed one 
of my little objectives. The win helped put me 
back on the map and I hope it will make things 
a bit easier for next year. An overall Grand Prix 
victory is something I really wanted and to get 
it in the last MX1 race...well I couldn’t have 
dreamt for a better way to finish 2013. 
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On the significance for the Simpson family... 

There is nothing more than a great result like 
that to reward my family for the sacrifices we 
have put in. My Mum and Dad travelled the 
world racing on a meagre budget and then had 
a break when I came along but when I was a 
teenager that started all over again and I don’t 
think my Mum would have seen that lifestyle 
going on again for so many years. People have 
said to me that I’ll have to shake my parents 
off eventually and while I don’t disagree with 
that they still want to come and help me and 
I just say “why change what works?” I feel 
quite passionately about this. It was a shame 
my brother [Stefan, former race mechanic for 
Shaun] wasn’t there but he’s moved on abroad 
and is making his own life. I imagine he was a 
bit devastated to miss the race because he has 
put so much time and effort into me as well 
but we must have spoken about twelve times 
on the phone the days afterwards. It has been 
a tough time for my family in the last month 
or so with my gran passing away and my Mum 
having to deal with plenty. All those times 
when you think ‘is this worth it?’ or ‘is this 
what I really want?’ then something like Li- 
erop totally changes your mindset. I got on the 
bicycle two days afterwards and it was pissing 
with rain and I thought ‘I don’t even care’. I did 
60km thinking this is what I need to do and 
where I need to be for the next race. 


On the after-effect for the MX of Nations... 

I have been looking forward to the Nations and 
especially because I’ve missed having a Grand 
Prix at Teutschenthal this season as it is one of 
the tracks that I enjoy. The changes that were 
made in 2012 were a bit controversial with 
the extra jumps and step-ups because I didn’t 
feel that the track needed any of that. It was a 
good natural layout with places to pass. Nor¬ 
mally it is good though and well prepared and 
it will be a great venue for the Nations with the 
crowd packed into that valley setting and close 
to the circuit. We [Team GB] have come close 
to podiums before and with Tommy riding well 
at the moment and Jake capable of great re¬ 
sults in MX2 I need to step-up to the plate and 
do the MX Open class as good as I can. With 
everybody on their A-game on the day I don’t 
think we will be far away from the podium. It 
is always risky to say that because we’ve al¬ 
most done it before and last year was tough at 
Lommel but with a good weekend I genuinely 
believe we will be there-or-thereabouts. It will 
certainly be another cherry on the cake for my 
season. 
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Cairoli fired back in the second 
moto to win by almost a minute 
on his first Grand Prix appearance 
with the 450SX-F. The Sicilian was 
running some tests for the team 
and would not rule out using the 
bigger bike (compared to his usual 
350) at the Motocross of Nations. 
222 ended the year with 9 wins and 
15 podiums from 17 and 17 moto 
victories from a possible 34 


After a rainy start the skies over 
Lierop cleared. 2013 had seen 
MXGP get lucky with the weather 
and the Red Bull KTMs were shining 
once more as Herlings and Tixier 
stood on the podium together for 
the tenth time from seventeen 
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The ever-jovial Lorenzo Resta (above) jokes 
with his Honda World Motocross team rider 
Evgeny Bobryshev before the Italian’s last 
Grand Prix as Team Manager of the works 
set-up. ‘Bobby’ couldn’t reach the top three 
for the fourth time in a row but his end of 
season form again gives the red crew cause 
for optimism for the following term 






MXGP I! 


A mixed bag for Kevin Strijbos (above). The Belgian was 
disappointed with his riding after conceding the lead in the first 
moto and losing the overall GP win to Simpson. The 28 year 
old can look back to 2007 at Lierop for his last GP success so 
the Dutch track is a good venue for the veteran. Aside from his 
frustration Strijbos did beat Paulin to a very decent fourth place 
in the championship; his best since that ‘07 campaign 


Crashes and mechanical bad luck 
ruined Glenn Coldenhoff’s bid for a 
podium at his home GP. He might have 
held-off Herlings in the second moto if 
it were not for more machine trouble. 
The Dutchman now leaves the confines 
of KTM for a factory Suzuki for 2014 
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Herlings barely rode in practice but 
took it easy for another pole position 
(his eighth) and then did all the hard 
work at the beginning of the motos 
to continue his peerless strength 
and series of results in the sand. ‘84’ 
finished 2013 with 15 wins from 17 and 
25 moto chequered flags 
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Desalle looked out of sorts through 
the weekend. Lierop had not been kind 
to the Belgian in the past and gave 
him a hefty whack on the first lap of 
the opening moto, briefly winding the 
winner of the previous three rounds. 
The world no.2 rode OK but was not 
the story on this occasion 










If you’re not out front in the sand then 
you are definitely eating it. Ken De 
Dycker had missed the podium for the 
last four rounds and this was as much 
to do with his lack of prowess out of 
the gate as much as an ankle injury. 
Still, 3rd position in the championship 
represented his best since 2008 and 
helped in large part to his choice over 
Strijbos for Team Belgian at the MXoN 
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Unremarkable Grands Prix for Paulin 
(below) and Searle (right) who were 
perhaps thankful to reach the end of 
a long season in good shape 


CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Shaun Simpson, GBR 

Yamaha 

2 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

4 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

5 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 


MX1 FINAL WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

761 

2 

Clement Desalle 

671 

3 

Ken De Dycker 

607 

4 

Kevin Strijbos 

553 

5 

Gautier Paulin 

539 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 

4 

Petr Petrov, BUL 

Yamaha 

5 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

KTM 


MX2 FINAL WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

742 

2 

Jordi Tixier 

607 

3 

Jose Butron 

518 

4 

Christophe Charlier 

490 

5 

Glen Coldenhoff 

472 
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Jonathan Barragan, Spain’s most 
successful GP rider (but Jose Butron’s 3rd 
place in MX2 for 2013 was higher than 
the racer from Madrid even managed in a 
championship), could have raced his last 
MXGP with Enduro set to call for 2014 
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Toni Cairoli’s fourth successive MX1 world championship title aboard the KTM 350 SX-F was another 
step for the Italian towards matching the remarkable 10 titles won by legend Stefan Everts. 

As team boss, Stefan also got to witness Jeffrey Herlings, with 14 GP wins in succession on the 
KTM 250 SX-F, pulverise another record of his. Just 18 years old, Jeffrey was simply untouchable 
in winning his second MX championship title. 

One team - two champions - 39 moto wins - 
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A TALE TO TELL... 

By Adam Wheeler 



I went to Lierop with a race report already writ¬ 
ten in my head. Rumours of Jeffrey Herlings 
turning up to compete and defying possible team 
orders meant only one outcome in MX2. As for 
the premier class - the last ever MX1 GP don’t 
forget - anybody recalling Tony Cairoli’s author¬ 
ity in the Lommel sand for the Nations meant he 
was a shoe-in, regardless of Clement Desalle’s 
three-win streak entering the 2013 closer. 

What a story Shaun Simpson provided. 

I happily started from scratch on Sunday night. 
There is no better narrative - and it never wears 
thin - than the triumph of the underdog. Simp¬ 
son, 26, intelligent, charismatic, with his fair 
share of injuries and unfairly written-off by the 
bigger teams, aptly demonstrated that a tuned 
engine and decent set-up complimented by fit¬ 
ness, skill in the sand and confidence is a recipe 
to defy all at the highest level. 

True, even the Scot will admit that good fortune 
shone in his favour. His Yamaha plumed smoke 
for almost twenty minutes and Cairoli broke a 
wheel bearing (and there was some discussion 
about how much this contributed to his crash 
challenging for the lead on the last lap of the first 
moto). In the second race the world champion 
disappeared with the kind of superiority that 
most were expecting - at one moment he was 
more than a minute ahead. Although Cairoli will 
be the first to admit that a little bit of luck is an 
essential part of any success. Just off the top of 
my head I can think of Clement Desalle’s techni¬ 
cal DNF in Brazil that gave him the 2010 title, the 
Belgian’s shoulder injury in 2011 that helped the 
Sicilian walk to his next crown and then his own 
near miss with disaster with the knee ligament 
tweak at Maggiora in June. 


‘222’ was clearly irked at not winning any of the 
last four rounds of the season but, magnanimous 
to a tee, congratulated Simpson on his break¬ 
through in the post-race fuss. 

Cairoli and Herlings have carried the headlines 
throughout 2013. Each have enjoyed personal 
best campaigns and if someone needs an ex¬ 
planation or reference for Grand Prix motocross 
then it is hard to get past the Red Bull KTM duo. 
But there were hundreds and maybe thousands 
around the circuit at Lierop - and I guess watch¬ 
ing on TV - that cherished the sight of Simpson 
messing with the formbook. 

The sand through the woodlands tends to offer 
up some fantastic tales. In 2008 David Philip- 
paerts held his nerve to gain precious points 
over Steve Ramon and take the MX1 title to the 
final round in Italy, Herlings lapped almost the 
entire field twice in 2012, Marc de Reuver tussled 
with the mighty Stefan Everts at the 2004 Na¬ 
tions...on a 250cc two-stroke, and Cairoli himself 
has netted two of his world titles at Lierop. 

There were rumours that the track was facing an 
uncertain future over noise levels and its removal 
and erosion would be a criminal waste to the 
international motocross community. There are 
those, like Simpson, who love it and plenty who 
don’t when it comes to pounding out the mo- 
tos but it forms a key feature of the FIM World 
Championship and another part of that diversity 
of terrain and challenge that I keep banging on 
about. 

Shaun’s achievement was magnificent to see and 
digest. It embellished my faith in sport’s ability 
to collude a set of circumstances and details to 
create an emotional and stirring scene. In short, 
a real story... 



In the hotly contested AMA Supercross Championship, Ryan Dungey and his KTM < 
what can be achieved with willpower and the right material. The accumulated racii 
into the factory bike is found in the genes of every KTM 450 SX-F. The state-of-th€ 
engine delivers explosive power - the robust, lightweight chassis and top quality s 
ensure perfect handling in every situation. Your complete package for victory. 
The new KTM 450 SX-F - as hot as Supercross! 





READY TO RACE 


450 SX-F showed 
ig expertise packed 
‘-art, compact 450 cc 
suspension from WP 
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LETS GET NATIONAL.. 

By Steve Matthes 


I t’s that time again. Time for the annual Olym¬ 
pics of Motocross otherwise known as the Mo- 
tocross DES Nations. And by the way I refuse to 
use the word ‘of’, I just can’t do it. The best of the 
best get together representing all the countries of 
the world and take the five best scores (out of six) 
to see who's really the best. After years and years 
of fooling with the format and trying different 
(and sometimes nutty) ideas, Youthstream has 
settled on, in my opinion anyways, the best way 
to score this frantic event. 

This years event in Teutschenthal, Germany sees 
the host running the #1, 2 and 3 plates as they 
won the race for the first time last October in 
Lommel, Belgium. They couldn’t have played it 
much better than having the race in their country 
and being the champs. Of course the only way to 
top that is by actually winning again in front of 
the hometown fans but they’re not the favorites. 
The team’s lost Marcus Schiffer from last year’s 
squad and Max Nagl hasn’t been as stellar as 
usual in the GP’s this year. They do have Kenny 
Roczen, the MX2 rider that’s been the individual 
class winner three years in a row now. The Ger¬ 
man's will be strong on their home turf but the 
pressure will also be there and they’re not coming 
in with as much momentum as usual. 

Team America left Lommel with their tails be¬ 
tween their legs after a sound thrashing in the 
deep sand. The Americans did get third but it was 
a distant third and truthfully they were only a few 
issues by Frenchman Marvin Musquin away from 
being bumped off the podium altogether. The 
Americans lost for the first time in seven years 
and they’ll be looking to get the crown back. But 
like Germany, they’re a bit shorthanded from the 
‘perfect’ team as Ryan Villopoto, the undisputed 


fastest rider in the world, chose to have some sur¬ 
gery and is out of action. Team USA still has Ryan 
Dungey, Justin Barcia and Eli Tomac. Dungey and 
Barcia were on the team last year and will be 
riding with something to prove and Tomac just 
emerged as the 250MX champion after a fierce 
battle with Roczen. 

“Team America left Lommel 
last year with their tails 
between their legs...” 

Barcia was the next best pick after Villopoto and 
having the experience of being on the team in the 
past (yes it was a losing team but still...) will help 
him this year. Tomac will be the rookie but there 
won’t be much competition for him in the MX2 
class outside of Roczen as Jeffrey Herlings looks 
as though he is moving onto the bigger bike for 
this race. The worst-case scenario for Tomac is a 
third if there’s no crashes or bike issues. Dungey 
is among the very best riders in the world and 
there are absolutely no worries with him not be¬ 
ing ready or being fast enough. The American’s 
overall performance may very well come down to 
Barcia and how he does in the MX3 class versus 
Belgium’s Clement Desalle. 

The Belgians will be, as usual, very strong. De¬ 
salle, Jeremy Van Horebeek in MX2 and Ken De 
Dycker in MX1 are three world class racers but 
as with a lot of team selections, one wonders if 
Kevin Strijbos would have been a better choice as 
De Dycker's GP performances were a bit off the 
last month or so. No matter what, they’ll be fast 
and consistent and America's biggest threat. 



France left Marvin Musquin off its team and al¬ 
though the two-time MX2 World Champion’s last 
two MXDN performances haven’t been very good, 
he’s one of the best small bike riders around and 
won two AMA nationals. So good job France! As 
a transplanted Canadian living here in America, 
thank you for making a move that strengthens 
Team America’s chances. Gautier Paulin is always 
fast at the Nations, Jordi Tixier, M2 runner-up this 
year is a good rider but the choice of Christophe 
Charlier might come up to hurt them. 

Team Italy has the fantastic Tony Cairoli and 
the more than adequate Alessandro Lupino but 
one-time team anchor David Phillipaerts has had 
a tough year. Once again, the smaller European 
countries have the hardest time with the third 
rider. Team Great Britain has Tommy Searle in 
MX1, Jake Nicholls in MX2 and new first-time 
MX1 GP winner Shaun Simpson on-it. They look 
like an easy top five team on paper, maybe the 
podium, but something always seems to bite the 
Brits at this race. 

The Aussie’s don’t have Chad Reed but with the 
way he had been riding, maybe that's a good 
thing (that sound you may hear is him beating 
me up if he ever reads this). They do have Brett 
Metcalfe, Todd Waters and GP winner Dean Ferris 
under the yellow and gold flag. This is a potential 
sleeper right here folks. 

But my ultimate sleeper is Team Russia. That’s 
right, the hammer and sickle has a chance to 
do something at the Motocross des Nations for 
the first time in, well, ever. Evgeny Bobryshsev is 
finally healthy (and won his first GP at Teutschen- 
thal in 2011), Alex Tonkov has been on the podi¬ 
um in some GP’s and Evgeny Mikhaylov has done 


the best he’s ever done in the AMA nationals this 
past year. This team is perhaps ready to approach 
the top five this year and maybe even better than 
that. Don't sleep on the Russian bears. They’ll 
be wearing number’s 31, 32 and 33 this year and 
could be the country that surprise. And if not, 
well Russian Bobby is sure to be a hit at the after 
party as usual. 



“The Americans are just 
too strong and most other 
countries can’t match them...” 


So there you have it, a rough skinny of some of 
the countries and riders that will be in the run¬ 
ning for the Motocross des Nations. And yes, I 
left out my home country of Canada in there. The 
good news is we're actually sending a team this 
year (Cole Thompson, Tyler and Jeremy Meda- 
glia) but the bad news is we’re just looking to 
make the A main. Which I think (hope) we’ll do. 

In the end it's not much of a prediction that Team 
USA will be atop the podium yet again and aveng¬ 
ing last year’s spanking. The Americans are just 
too strong rider one-through-three and most 
other countries can’t match it. They may not win 
their individual classes (as a matter of fact, I’d 
put Roczen, Cairoli and Herlings as favorites) but 
they’ll be strong enough to be there at the end 
with the Chamberlain trophy. 

But no matter what, this will be a great event and 
I’m looking forward to it. 


DECIPHERING DESALLE: UNDER THE SKIN 
OF MXGP’S MERCURIAL STAR 


By Adam Wheeler. Photos by Ray Archer 
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S econd, third, second and second; 24 year 
old Clement Desalle has been Tony Cai- 
roli’s chief threat for MXGP glory for the past 
four years. The private and forthright Belgian 
has suffered with injury (broken shoulder 
in 2011) and personal problems (two family 
bereavements in 2012) but week-in week-out 
seems to offer the Sicilian his toughest test. 
This was glaringly obvious back at the start of 
Cairoli’s four-title run with KTM in 2010 when 
the Suzuki man won three of the first five GPs 
and then in the past month where he again 
beat the champion at three events in a row. 

You wont find Clement on any social media 
channel and while he represents a solid part of 
the future of MXGP he is almost a type of racer 
that belongs firmly in the past; preferring to 
let his speed and results do the talking and is 
reluctant to play the commercial and PR game. 
Desalle is educated and respectful but also shy 
of the spotlight and the fuss it brings which 


means he can come across as not being every¬ 
body’s cup of tea. On the bike he is formidable; 
a good starter and not shy to show his front 
wheel to anybody...to the extent of a close- 
up perspective. His potential has been shown 
repeatedly and not just in MX1 as his positive 
speed in fleeting appearances in the AMA Pro 
National Championship (two this season) has 
delivered podium results and raised more than 
a few eyebrows. If Desalle is having fun on the 
works RM-Z450 then he is uncatchable. The 
same level of enjoyment away from Grands 
Prix means being with his animals, on a su¬ 
perbike lapping nearby Spa Francorchamps 
or riding enduro with friends through tight 
woodlands close to his home that he shares 
with German girlfriend Andrea in the Wallonie 
region of the country. OTOR managed to get 
some words on his background, season and 
approach to his profession and his life... 
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CLEMENT DESALLI 



I believe the first time that I thought I 
might be good as a motocrosser...was 

when I first had the chance to do GPs! I had 
done some German supercross meetings but 
got injured after just four races. The Kurz team 
gave me a proposal to go to the world cham¬ 
pionship in MX1 and I was surprised because I 
was still so young. Even though I was injured I 
was excited and I thought it was a crazy oppor¬ 
tunity; my first contract. At that time you still 
had to get on the entry list for a Grand Prix 
and if you didn’t qualify then it was difficult 
to get back on the list for the next one. There 
was a lot of pressure for the first few GPs in 
2006. I was on the list in Zolder but was only 
32nd, so the first reserve and I didn’t make it 
for the next race. I was second reserve again 
at Bellpuig [Spain] but I actually went out for 
the second moto and that was my first taste 
of Grand Prix. It was so nice to go to the gate 
for the first time. Only one year ago I had been 
watching those guys on TV. 

When I look back now I’m happy I left 
school with a qualification.. I said to my 
parents that I didn’t mind staying there until I 
was eighteen but I didn’t want to study more 
or go to university. There was a time when I 
wanted to be a fighter jet pilot and I laugh a 
little bit at that now with my girlfriend. It was a 
bit of a fantasy but if you have the character to 
want to make things happen then it’s possible. 


I didn’t feel like I was missing out on the par¬ 
ties and stuff. I was pretty single-minded in 
wanting to get out of school and get home to 
ride or practice. I wanted to get better. I guess 
being an athlete it is a completely different life 
compared to a normal person. Sometimes I 
wonder what it would have been like to party 
and live a different way but I don’t regret at all 
what I chose. I love my life and my sport. I was 
having too much fun on the bike as a young¬ 
ster to see any other way. 

I have a lot of respect for my Dad and 
he knows me much better than any¬ 
one in the sport. I also listen to what other 
people say, especially in my team, but with 
him I have a short cut. Sometimes I know what 
he will say just with a look. I would say he has 
to calm me down more than kick my ass! I 
always want to do more and sometimes it can 
be too much. My Mum is always positive and 
that is a good thing, a good balance. If I have 
a bad day or bad result then she can always 
find a way to spin it positively. My Dad not so 
much and we are both more like ‘ah shit, shit, 
shit’ whereas my Mum will say ‘it’s not so bad, 
you are in one piece and you know the result 
will be better next time’. It is really good and 
important I have the both of them. 


/ do think you need a strong character to 
reach the top. I say what I think. I will not 
tell you ‘yellow’ when I am thinking ‘blue’ 
and maybe that is not so appreciated.” 
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My Dad always had a bike in the ga¬ 
rage or around somewhere.. .and it was 

from there that I started to like them and 
bicycles and things with motors. My parents 
did not have a lot of money; like most families 
they were pushing to own a home and live a 
comfortable life. When I was ten I still hadn’t 
done any racing. I was travelling with my Dad 
and family to some events he was making and 
then he started to work with a few guys, look¬ 
ing after their bikes and training, not only at 
the weekend but also during the week and 
working as a group. There were just two guys 
and they were racing in France. I was follow¬ 
ing the group when I could and when I wasn’t 
in school. I would be playing or doing my own 
thing but I could see and hear what my Dad 
was saying and what they were doing. It was 
my Dad’s job and I enjoyed a lot being there 
and having fun. 

I think my parents had a lot of stress 
when I was riding but it turned out OK. We 
were always racing in France because my Dad 
found that ‘GP style’ of practicing on Saturday 
and racing Sunday was useful. My parents 
were strict about the school. I could see kids in 
France who had stopped school and were rid¬ 
ing at a young age but I wasn’t allowed to do 
that and was told that school was important. It 
made things difficult because sometimes we’d 
have to travel long distances in a short time for 
races. Until I was twelve and thirteen I didn’t 
complete a championship. My dad just took 
me to select races to pick up experience. The 
results did not matter, but my exam results 
did! 


I used to always say to my Dad that 
I liked a lot of power on the bike and 
being able to control it...i was thirteen 
or fourteen and already starting to ride with 
the 450 for fun. I would come home from 
school and take that bike into the small woods 
close to my house. In the summer when it was 
lighter in the evenings I used to take a lot of 
pleasure from getting in the trees with that 
450. Some weeks I rode everyday on really 
small and technical tracks. If you saw that 
place then you would say it is impossible to 
ride with a 450 but I learnt a lot there. I still 
get out at that place sometimes. I used to say 
to Dad ‘if you can ride fast there then you can 
do it anywhere’ you had to be so careful with 
the bumps and the trees. When I got on the big 
bike then I really started to improve quickly. I 
was a good rider on a 125 and a 250 but not 
really one where you’d say 'he’ll break out of 
the group’. I was in the European Champion¬ 
ship and riding for a small Belgian team. I 
had the chance to get on the four-strokes and 
I progressed at European level until I got my 
first major podium. It was at Sevlievo in Bul¬ 
garia actually in 2005. I was third. The offer 
from Kurz was good but meant the big bike, 
the 250 two-stroke and then the 450. 
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I don’t have a problem with journal¬ 
ists.. .and I know it is a part of my job. I think 
it is about having a level of respect for each 
other and sometimes I don’t feel that. It is like 
some guys expect to do what they want with 
you. You have to answer when they want and 
then they can write what they want! Some¬ 
times it is a bad moment for me to talk and 
sometimes I just don’t have the time at that 
particular moment. If anyone wants an inter¬ 
view and we sort it out before then it’s fine. I 
also have a problem with saying something 
and then my words not being correctly used. 
I’ve had problems with that in the past with a 
Belgian journalist. Reporters can do write what 
they want in their stories and can paint a bad 
picture of somebody when they are not really 
like that. I know I can be angry sometimes 
at the races, and I can look it! But I am an¬ 
gry with myself and the situation. And maybe 
that’s not the best time to speak with me. In 
the beginning I don’t think my level of Eng¬ 
lish helped. In 2006 I didn’t speak one word 
of English and it was not easy to come from 
a small village and school and suddenly have 
to talk to press. For a few years now there has 
been this bad rumour that I don’t get along 
with the press. It is like a bad joke. 

When I get injured my head is work¬ 
ing a lot and mentally times like that 
are not easy.. .Some people can keep very 
positive and think ‘in three months I will be 
back’ but I’m not like that. I try to do different 


stuff to keep occupied, to recover and not think 
too much. I don’t think I’m one of those riders 
who picks up a lot of injuries, speaking com¬ 
paratively. Let’s see...I broke my foot before 
coming to GPs but from the world champion¬ 
ship I dislocated one shoulder and broke the 
other one. One finger open, some stretched 
stuff. I don’t feel like an old man yet! In 2011 
when Bobryshev landed on my back in that 
Belgian Championship race I really had the 
sensation of how important your back is for 
your whole body. Your back is like a big ma¬ 
chine with many parts with muscles and liga¬ 
ments and it takes time to return to normal. 

I had a good run in the GPs recently... 

I just wanted to win and needed to win. It was 
like I was tired of waiting! All the time it is the 
same guy winning [Cairoli], I mean he is the 
guy to beat but it was good to win again. I had 
bad luck in Italy and found myself in a posi¬ 
tion where I waiting for a turnaround. It came 
in Germany in that hot first moto and unfortu¬ 
nately he won the second and then Loket came 
up. I appreciate Loket because it is like an 
old school track with some modern parts and 
jumps. The start is really important there; this 
is good-and-not-good because if you don’t get 
away then it is hard to win the GP but it went 
well for me this year so I like it! 





PLAY 

People still ask about the Finnish GP 
and the battle with Searle.OK, the move 
was a little bit overly aggressive but at the 
same time it is not like I tried to kill him. I just 
signed the paper [warning from the FIM] in 
Finland and went away. During the week before 
the German GP I was thinking about it and I 
was not really OK with the decision. Nobody 
saw it at the time and it isn’t on the video but 
beforehand he passed me - no problem - and 
I passed him back and then he went back on 
me with a lot of aggression. I thought ‘shit, 
that was a lot of contact’. We fought again 
and he went off the track and then we came 
to the corner where we touched. Like I said to 
the FIM if he really wanted then he could have 
closed the gas. What I didn’t really like were 
his comments on the internet about payback. 
He wanted to chat about it on the gate in Ger¬ 
many and it wasn’t a good time because it was 
just a few minutes before the qualification heat 
but I said to him that I didn’t mean for him to 
crash. It is true that on the video I looked be¬ 
hind me after we’d touched but that was just to 
check if he was still there because on the next 
corner he might have wanted to put me out! 
Anyway everybody has their own style. It is an 
old story and I put it out of my mind. 

Since the second part of the season 
my starts have been better and I am 

bit more confident with that. I changed my 
technique a little bit and doing those races in 
America also helped. To try something new 
at the GPs can be a bit scary because if it 
doesn’t work out then you can lose so much. 

In America the level was very high but I didn’t 
really have anything to lose and there were no 
repercussions for the championship. The guys 
there are really fast. 


We were really serious about going to 
America in 2014.. .1 spoke with Andrea and 
my parents and we looked at the options. I’m 
not the type of guy who will make a snap deci¬ 
sion without a plan. I wouldn’t just go and take 
it day-by-day. I had a good contact and phone 
conversations and I was ready at one moment 
to go. I was looking at the team and the money 
was also important because you still need to 
live. Finally we didn’t really get to the next 
stage of having a contract on paper. My main 
goal is to be happy and enjoy my riding and 
it is not just about the money but to go there 
would have meant taking a pretty big loss. I 
lost some sleep thinking about it and the move 
was also the subject of dinner conversations. 
When I came back from the USA in the sum¬ 
mer we went straight to Ernee for the GP! The 
track was not good and I was more motivated 
then to go to the AMA but after a while you 
weigh things up. Finally we found a good way 
to continue in GPs. My team are a really good 
group of people that work very hard to give the 
best to the rider. I am conscious of all the good 
things I have around me. 

Do I feel like I have time to become 
world champion? In a way yes. If the 
chance comes then I will take it but I think I 
still have some years in front of me. If I could 
take it now then I would. I don’t want to put 
pressure with a time frame because a cham¬ 
pionship is about luck also. It is a mechanical 
sport and there are many factors that have 
to come together. Some people win a lot, but 
never win the championship like Bervoets and 
Coppins. I’m happy because I have my girl, two 
goats and my dog. I have what I need. Yeah I 
have won the last few GPs but the champion¬ 
ship is the goal. 
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YAMAHA 

The first spawn of the Yamaha Factory Rac¬ 
ing and TW Steel collaboration (the Dutch 
brand has been linked with Formula One 
and has now broken into MotoGP) was an¬ 
nounced recently with four watches; the Tech 
and Pilot editions. The Tech (TW924 and 
925) are more performance driven and ac¬ 
cording to the PR text are ‘powered by a Mi- 
yota 6S20 movement, a state-of-the art big 
calibre movement four times more powerful 
than other chromos’. The Pilot is more aes¬ 
thetic and is 5ATM water resistant (based on 
pressure and depths of 50m or 165ft) while 
the Tech is 10ATM. Both are unmistakably 
tied to the Lorenzo/Rossi outfit and a pretty 
good gift for a Yamaha fan. 


The Tech versions should be priced around 
550 euros with the Pilots just over 300. 

Click on one of the photos to go to the web¬ 
site for more info. 
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ALPINESTARS 


Two features from Alpinestars this issue. The Bionic 
Tech protection jacket is a lightweight and versa¬ 
tile garment for motocross and enduro that pretty 
much offers (CE approved) protection for vast 
areas of the torso. The jacket is designed to fit with 
Alpinestars new version of the Bionic neck brace 
and is customisable in ways too various to men¬ 
tion. This is a premium product, so expect to pay 
around 300 euros (£199). Also on this page is the 
fresh version of the Tech 7 boot with ‘a new design 
for a lighter, more anatomically profiled performer’. 
The spec sheet carries on: The boot chassis has 
been designed to give complete feel and optimized 
interaction with bike controls, while the innovative 
buckle system allows easy, precise closure.’ Find 
some for 330 euros (£299). 
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